HISTORICAL  EPOCHS  ACCORDING TO   MARX
extended the store of knowledge to an extraordinary
degree; three thousand years have been, as it were,
uncovered from under the sands of oblivion which had
hidden them from memory. Yet even in 1859 historical
science was not so far behind as to permit a division of
this kind; besides, Marx lived full twenty-four years longer
and might have retracted or altered it. Even his ad-
herents do not seem to attach any value to this division ;
in the two volumes which Cunow devoted to expounding
the theory, it is passed over in silence, nor does Labriola
ever mention it.
What, for instance, does " Asiatic mode of produc-
tion " mean ? Several thousand years before Christ,
cities had been built in Mesopotamia, the capitals of
kingdoms with a highly developed civilisation, while
around their borders wild nomads wandered through
more or less deserted regions. In the vast plains and
in the mountainous tracts of India and of China, various
races traversed all the stages of development from
primitive hunting and cattle-breeding up to the erection
of beautiful towns and civilised life. Nearly all of the
different modes of production that existed before our
time, succeeded each other, or were to be found simul-
taneously, in ancient Asia. We can only surmise that
Marx was summing-up all the real or supposed modes
of production and of social conditions that existed in
early times, under the head " Asiatic ", because he knew
little or nothing whatever about them. Though any-
body is free to choose names and terms at will, it is
advisable to choose scientific terms so as to designate
something definite and not the most incongruous objects.
Nor, even in framing a division in bold outlines, is it
conceded to a historian or philosopher entirely to neglect
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